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The occurrence of extra teeth in mammals is reviewed. It is suggested that most of the extra teeth may be interpreted either (1) as the effect of additional creation and development of a tooth germ, caused by the influence of genes which are rare but still present in the gene pool of a given species and which occurred much more frequently in those of its ancestral species, or (2) as the effect of development of a supernumerary tooth germ originated as a result of complete splitting of a tooth germ, which may be inherited or due to a mutation or a disturbance or change in the genetic control of tooth development. Supporting evidence for this hypothesis is presented.
[ McKenna, 1960; Fine, 1964; Fordyce, 1982) . These extra teeth have occurred both In wild and reared mammals of both sexes, in all four tooth classes and two tooth generations, both in the upper and lower jaw, and both bilaterally and unilaterally, in the right or left jaw half. They are situated either within a tooth row, as peripheral or intercalary teeth, or outside it, internally or externally.
Many varying hypotheses have so far been presented to explain the origin of extra teeth in mammals. In my opinion, however, most of the extra teeth hitherto described in mammalian dentitions may be interpreted either (1) as the effect of additional creation and development of a tooth germ, caused by the influence of genes which are rare but still present in the gene pool of a given species and which occurred much more frequently in those of its ancestral species (see Wolsan, 1983), or (2) as the effect of development of a supernumerary tooth germ originated as a result of complete splitting of a tooth germ; the ability for such a splitting may be inherited or due to a mutation or a disturbance or change in the genetic control of tooth development; such factors a 5, for instance, trauma, infection, and diet deficiencies maybe regarded as sources of interference with the mechanism of this genetic control (cf. Hitchin, 1971). 
